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Synopsis

"And it should be known that |, Galbert, a notary, though | had no suitable place for writing, set down
on tablets a summary of events... and in the midst of so much danger by night and conflict by day. |
had to wait for moments of peace during the night or day to set in order the present account of
events as they happened, and in this way, though in great straits, | transcribed for the faithful what
you see and read."-From The Murder of Charles the GoodOn March 12, 1127, Charles the Good,
Count of Flanders, was slain in the church of Saint Donatian in Bruges in a plot devised by an
embittered noble family. Known for creating laws to protect and help the poor, Charles the Good’s
assassination sent ripples throughout Europe, affecting the balance of power between England,
France, and the Holy Roman Empire. It also threw Flemish society into chaos as this prosperous
region became engulfed in a brutal struggle for power. With a journalistic eye, Galbert of Bruges, a
notary and cleric, presents a riveting portrait of the day-to-day political and social unrest that
followed in the wake of Charles’s murder and the military battles to control Flanders.Historians have
long recognized The Murder of Charles the Good as a remarkable point of entry for understanding
the most important political, legal, and social issues that confronted medieval Europe: definitions of
freedom and servility; the competing claims of national and royal sovereignty; and the rise of the

bourgeoisie.
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Customer Reviews

This new edition offers an account of the murder of the Charles the Good in 1127 and its profound



effects on medieval Flemish society and the balance of power in Europe. Galbert of Bruges
presents a vivid portrait of the political and social unrest that engulfed Flemish society in the
aftermath of Charles the Good'’s death. Historians have long recognized The Murder of Charles the
Good as a remarkable point of entry for understanding the most important political, legal, and social

issues that confronted medieval Europe.

James Bruce Ross was professor of history at Vassar College and the coeditor of The Portable

Medieval Reader and The Portable Renaissance Reader.

The events of 1127 surrounding the murder of count Charles the Good of Flanders, provided an
opportunity for the forceful assertion of independence by Flemish cities. The author, Galbert of
Bruges, provides a vivid event-by-event first hand account as history is unfolding. He chronicles the
crisis that directly caused the murder of Charles the Good. An event that was caused in part by the
Count’s attempt to reduce the powerful Erembald clan to their legal place as serfs along with the
interference of the Barons, who initially support the Erembald clan but seized the advantageous
position as the instrument of revenge for the Count’s murder in order to seize his wealth. They
besieged the supporters of the Erembald clan, camped out in Bruges, only with the permission of
the Burghers of the city and the entire region whom in the power vacuum that ensued, forcefully
asserted their independence and economic interests.The translator’s introduction and notations are
immensely revealing and insightful. She (James Bruce in this case is a woman’s name) explains the
rise of the commercial agglomerations of burghers and their vital need for peace in order to prosper
in trade. This lead to the Church’s peace and eventually the count’s circumvention the Church and
proclamation of a Count’s peace since he also reaped the benefits of the growing trade in the form
of tolls and taxes. The rebellion and murder that ensued is a result of the dislike by the traditional
powers, the barons and others and powerful peasant families of the Count’s use of 'new-men’ in his
circle of advisors.She also elaborates extensively on the key medieval concept of the importance of
the oath that helped to maintain the social order. The burgher’s assertion of semi-independence
introduces a new patrticipant in the exchange of oaths. The burghers gain such power that they draft
charters and elect their own counts and, defy the king of France who wanted a share of the
ex-count’s wealth as well.This rise of Communes is not just a feature of Flemish society but also
occurs in northern France as recorded by the equally interesting and revealing account of Guibert of
Nogent (published under the Title - Self and Society in Medieval France). But, Guibert’s account of

the Rise of the Commune of Laon is nowhere as precise and historical as Galbert’s. Not much is



known about the author except that he was a notary in Bruges. His bias is very minimally apparent
since he does sympathize with and call himself a member of the Burghers of Bruges.The translation
is impeccable, the introduction is immense and revealing, and the footnotes are extremely extensive
(sometimes over the top). Galbert of Bruges’, The Murder of Charles the Good, is a riveting
first-hand account that is fun to read and of great historical importance.
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